My trip to the Holy Land in Iraqg




We boarded our C-130 at around 8am and headedsioiaé town in Iraq called Al Kut.
After an hour of flying in a 115 degree plane, Wenere happy to get out into the dirt and
stretch.!




This is a Ch-53, and it
IS not a smooth ride!
But we did get to see
some great sights out
of the cargo door.

This Helicopter holds
about 40 Marines not
Including the crew of 5
that man the 50 caliber
machine guns perched out
the side.







Adobe homes on the
banks of the Euphrates
River

We flew with the cargo
door open , which made it
all that much more exciting



This is were we finally landed in Al Hillah. It'$i¢ small town
where Babylon is located. In the distance youssthe ruins
of some type of ancient monument.




This is one of Saddam’s Palaces. This is actually bn the
suspected spot where the Tower of Babel was lunltceestroyed.
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This is obviously me in
front of the Euphrates
river. Notice how I’'m the
only one with my rifle! |
got stuck being security
for the day

This is on the edge of
the pavilion where we
had lunch. It is said that
Saddam's staff would sit
here and shoot the

breeze here after dinner
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Ti i the actual road to Babylon. It has beewddrin to preserve
the pavement that dates back to around 400 B.C.



The top picture is of the underside of the
pavilion and you can see that across the rive
IS the prime watering spot for the locals. The
picture of the fisherman was taken about the
same time. The father (the guy with the net)

took the veil off the little girl’s face so we =
could have a picture with her. It was greatto =
see her smile when one of our Majors that '
came with us gave her a stuffed bear.




This outdoor amp theater was our main purpose dfihéNe flew over with the
Marine Corps Band to play a few songs for the Maritat had been there for awhile.
This building was built by Saddam for his own peedarse. If you look close you can
see two black dots on the top...Marine Snipers!



After visiting with the locals and eating a Kings ¢tnof hamburgers and hotdogs!
We headed down into the City Ruins. This is a theraatrance to the inner city and
the emperor's chambers. The tops of the arches ar¢ 4bdeet high.




The top left is the throne of
Nebuchadnezzar, the wall behind it is
where God wrote on the wall saying that
he was displeased with him and Babylon.
The other two are just to show the
Immensity of the structure.
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This was taken looking down into the heart of tleasty. It was uncovered by the Germans about 20
years ago during archeological digs. All of thes#ddings are made up of the original bricks datagk

to the B.C. times. Most of the other structuresanrebuilt by Saddam within the past 20 years. ldis g
was to rebuild the empire of Babylon so he hadtdestructures rebuilt. By doing this he destroyakt

of the integrity of the history and made it impdsito conduct any more digs. Although Saddam was a
atheist, he used Religion to manipulate his pedfiere have been many occasions that he compared
himself to Nebuchadnezzar and S. It is obvious iwdgompares himself to only two of the great rulers
of Babylon. Only Nebuchadnezzar and S actuallywrapt Jerusalem.




An example of Sadam’s
manipulations is with these
bricks. The brick on the bottom
IS Nebuchadnezzar’'s brick from
around 400 BC. It basically says
that he was responsible for the
empire of Babylon and its
prosperity.

The top brick is Sadam’s. When
he had the city rebuilt he had the
bricks built into the walls just as
Nebuchadnezzar did. Although,
Saddam’s bricks say that he is
responsible for the rebuilding of
Babylon and will someday rule
the Empire.



Finally, this was shot on our departure. Its justcaaiof hov big the empire is
And it is a lot bigger. About 3 times the size, most of still buried. What you
can see is what Saddam had rebuilt. If you look ¢édeft you will also see the
corner of Saddams Palace where he liked to sit asiddown on his Empire.
Now the Marines sit there! Hope you all liked mylditbresentation and | hope it
gives you a good idea of the type of man that we linopefully destroyed.



